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economic reconstruction and the mass of workers is more willing to listen 
to those whose social ideals are grounded in the more complex philosophy 
of the state than is generally conceded to the ordinary labor leader in 
this country is made clear. 

Mr. Gleason's style is vitalized by a deep interest in his subject and 
his direct contact with the movement and the leaders with whom he 
deals. A short chapter on old England is of particular interest because 
of its quaint charm and its masterful description of peaceful England 
in contrast with the contending forces of labor and capital. 

No one interested in the labor movement can afford to forego the 
advantage of examining this work. The English labor program that 
came into being during the war and which attracted so much attention 
in the United States was indicative of the influence that the labor move- 
ment abroad must have upon conditions in this country. Whatever 
the future of the movement in England, it is bound to have its effect 
upon American labor. 

Carol Aronovici 

Belvedere, Cal. 

Readings in Rural Sociology. By John Pheian. New York: 
The Macmillan Co., 1920. Pp. xiv+632. $4.00. 

In a volume of more than six hundred pages the author has brought 
together under twenty chapter headings almost 150 brief articles, 
addresses, and excerpts or abridgments from writings which bear upon 
this subject. The first four chapters furnish an excellent historical 
perspective for an understanding of present-day rural problems. Then 
follow chapters devoted to the various aspects of the rural life of today. 
The place of farming in our national life, the economic, the mental and 
moral, the health and the recreational aspects of country life, transporta- 
tion, police protection, the home, the school, miscellaneous educational 
agencies, the church, the village, the rural survey, rural organization, 
rural leadership, and rural sociology suggest the plan of organization 
under which this vast amount of material has been brought together. 

Those who use this volume will wish that the author had arranged 
the chapters in a different order, or, better still, that he had grouped 
them under larger divisional headings. The first four chapters are 
largely historical; chapters v, vi, x, and xviii treat of the various eco- 
nomic aspects of rural life; chapters vii, xi, and xv have to do with 
health, recreation, and education; while the remaining chapters deal 
with the important social issues. Some five or six well-chosen divisional 
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titles would no doubt have had some influence on the particular selec- 
tions to be included in the book. As one runs through the titles, how- 
ever, he finds little that even the busy student would wish to 
exclude. 

A second criticism which one is tempted to suggest, even though the 
volume purports to be only a book of readings, is the absence of intro- 
ductory and interpretative discussion by the author. Nothing in rural 
education and rural sociology is more needed just now, after a full decade 
of popular enthusiasm, and educational, social, economic, and religious 
propaganda in behalf of rural life, with the flood of investigation, re- 
search, and legislation, and the greater flood of every type of literature 
that has accompanied the movement, than a clear interpretation of 
just what it has all been about. In this connection the author's prin- 
cipal contribution is his chapter and subchapter headings, together with 
well-chosen chapter bibliographies. After reading, selecting, and 
classifying such a mass of material as the author must have handled, 
the reader will regret the absence of this feature which would have added 
a total of only twenty or thirty pages at most. 

The book is a pioneer attempt, however, to bring some order out of 
the chaos of material in this field, and even with the absence of the 
features above suggested leaves one with the impression that the rural 
problem is a very real problem in American life, and that as a field for 
careful and scientific study it is not entirely adrift. One is pleased to 
find the names of Thomas Nixon Carver, Frederick J. Turner, Booker 
T. Washington, Eugene Davenport, Charles W. Eliot, Sir Horace 
Plunkett, James Bryce, and Theodore Roosevelt associated with the 
names of the few men who have made it their principal life business to 
mine out this field of rural sociology. 

The book has made available, in good form, a valuable body of 
literature, which, previous to this, no one person could hope to find, 
and by so doing will add impetus to the movement for a better rural 
America. Almost everybody has read some portion of the book as it 
appeared in magazines or books, but few have realized the amount of 
substantial study that has been devoted to the subject. To this end the 
book will be very informing, to say nothing of the important need it 
will fill in the university and normal-school classrooms and in the 
hundreds of circulating county libraries and school libraries throughout 
the country. 

J. B. Sears 

University of Minnesota 



